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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Congratulations! You’ve reached your senior year of high school and you’re about to embark on a new chapter in your life. You will make many important decisions this year as you prepare for your future. Your school counselors want to ensure that you know what is required of you, what your options are, and how you can achieve your goals. 



AGENDA
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• High School Diploma vs Certificate of Completion
• Graduation Requirements
• Next Steps
• Financial Aid Information 
• Formal Senior graduation and postsecondary planning 

meetings

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This presentation will go over the following topics: the differences between a high school diploma and certificate of completion, the requirements for high school graduation, your next steps to prepare for the future, and information about financial aid options. Following classroom presentations, each senior will have a meeting with their counselor to review their progress towards graduation and discuss postsecondary plans.



What Are Your Options? 

■ Standard High School Diploma
– A student who earns the required 24 

credits, or the required 18 credits under 
s. 1002.3105(5), and passes the 
assessments required under 
s. 1008.22(3) and achieves a 2.0 GPA 
shall be awarded a standard high school 
diploma. 

■ Certificate of Completion
– “A student who earns the required 

24 credits, or the required 18 
credits under s. 1002.3105(5), but 
fails to pass the assessments 
required under s. 1008.22(3) or 
achieve a 2.0 GPA shall be 
awarded a certificate of completion 
in a form prescribed by the State 
Board of Education.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A student who meets all of the credit requirements for a high school diploma, but does not pass the required state assessments and/or earn a 2.0 GPA will receive a certificate of completion. The goal is for every student to earn a standard high school diploma not a certificate of completion. 

http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=high%20school%20diploma&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.3105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=high%20school%20diploma&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=high%20school%20diploma&URL=1000-1099/1002/Sections/1002.3105.html
http://www.leg.state.fl.us/statutes/index.cfm?App_mode=Display_Statute&Search_String=high%20school%20diploma&URL=1000-1099/1008/Sections/1008.22.html


A Certificate of Completion is NOT a 
High School Diploma. 
■ Students earning a College Placement Test eligible Certificate of Completion 

(W8A or W8C) may be admitted to a state/community college, with 
limitations.
– Limitations on program opportunities
– Ineligible to receive financial aid 
– Limitations on career opportunities that require a high school diploma 

for licensure or certification

■ Ineligible to enlist in the U.S. Armed Forces

■ Limitations to entry level workforce requiring a high school diploma as a 
minimum job qualifier.
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A certificate of completion limits future potential. Students earning a certificate of completion are limited in program opportunities, are ineligible to receive financial aid, will have fewer employment opportunities and are not eligible to enlist in the U.S. Armed Forces.



High School Diploma: 
What Does It Get Me?  

 Eligible to apply to post-secondary institutions.
 Eligible to apply for and receive financial aid,  

including federal and state grants, scholarships and 
loans. 

 Eligible to enlist in the U.S. Armed Forces.
 Eligible to enter entry level workforce opportunities 

requiring a high school diploma. 
5

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hopefully, you know by now that the more education you have, the higher your earning potential. Without a high school diploma, you are more likely to experience longer periods of unemployment when compared with those who have one. The bottom line? You are more likely to see success in your future if you earn a high school diploma, and even more so with any level of education beyond high school. Earning potential continues to increase with each of level of postsecondary education.

http://www.bls.gov/emp/ep_chart_001.htm


High School Graduation Requirements

■ 24 credit Standard Diploma Option 

– 4 English
– 4 math (including Alg. 1, Geometry, +2)
– 3 science (including Biology)
– 3 social studies 

■ (World History, American History, *Economics, 
*Government) 

– 2 World Language
– 1 HOPE
– 1 Performing Art
– 6 Electives

* Note: one course must be completed online 

■ 18 credit ACCEL Diploma Option

– 4 English
– 4 math (including Alg, 1, Geometry, +2)
– 3 science (including Biology)
– 3 social studies 

■ (World History, American History, Economics, 
Government) 

– 1 Performing Art
– 3 Electives
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There are 2 options for the standard high school diploma. All students are automatically set up to complete the 24-credit option. This is because the 24 credit option sets students up for admission to a 4-year college or university. Four-year colleges and universities require a world language component, which you will notice is not included in the 18-credit option. While students often earn more than 24 credits, the credit requirements are very specific to certain subject areas. Students must earn the appropriate number of credits in each area. Any courses required for graduation that a student has failed must be repeated and passed. For the 24-credit option, one course must be completed online. Students who complete US Government or Economics, standard or honors, at Sandalwood, will satisfy the online requirement through either of those classes. Students who took these courses elsewhere or who take the dual enrollment equivalents to these courses, will need to complete a course online through Florida Virtual School. 



High School Graduation Requirements

■ CTE Diploma Option
– 18 Credits
– 4 English
– 4 Mathematics (Algebra I and Geometry)
– 3 Science (1 Biology)
– 3 Social Studies ( World History, American History, Am Gov’t, Economics)
– 4 Electives*
– 2 credits in CTE courses, must result in program completion and industry certification 
– 2 credits in work-based learning programs or up to 2 elective credits, including financial 

literacy 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The CTE Diploma is a new option this year. 



Assessment Requirements
■ Reading Assessment 

■ Grade 10 FSA ELA – Scale Score –
350

■ SAT – 480 EBRW
■ ACT – Average of 18 on 

Reading/English sections

■ Math Assessment
■ Algebra 1 End of Course Exam – Scale 

Score – 497
■ FSA Geometry End of Course Exam –

Scale Score – 499
■ ACT – 16 
■ SAT – 420 Math
■ PSAT/NMSQT – 430

■ 2.0 unweighted Grade Point Average
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Grade Point Average (GPA)

High School Graduation Requirements

C

Presenter
Presentation Notes
In addition to credit requirements, students must also meet state assessment requirements in Reading and Math.If students do not earn passing scores on the state assessments, there are alternative qualifying scores on the SAT and ACT for Reading, and on the PERT, ACT, SAT, or PSAT for Math. Students can earn a concordant score for Reading by taking the SAT and earning a 430 in the combined reading and writing section or by taking the ACT and earning an 18 on the reading subtest. Students can earn a comparative score for the Algebra 1 EOC by taking the PERT Math test and earning a score of 97 or higher, a 16 on the ACT Math section, a 420 on the SAT Math, or a 430 on the PSAT Math. The PSAT/NMSQT would have been taken in grades 10 and 11, usually in October.  Students are required to earn a minimum unweighted cumulative high school GPA of 2.0 in order to graduate. This GPA includes all courses taken for high school credit, including those you may have taken in middle school. A 2.0 is a C average. Any grade below a C will pull your GPA down. While a grade of D will award you credit for a class, it negatively impacts your GPA. Students can retake courses they earned a D or F in. If they earn a C or better on the second attempt, grade forgiveness can be applied to the initial grade, but it will still appear on the transcript..



Attention: Student Athletes

■ The National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) has specific educational requirements in 
order to play for any division school. These eligibility standards can be viewed on the NCAA 
Eligibility Center’s website. 

– It is important for your coach and your counselor to be aware if you plan to play sports in 
college in order to help ensure you are eligible through the NCAA.

■ Academics must be a priority when planning to play sports in college
■ NCAA calculates GPA based on specific subject areas - NOT your cumulative GPA
■ Core courses must be approved through the NCAA and can be verified online

– NCAA Core Courses and Requirements

■ Student athletes must register with the NCAA on the Eligibility Center website.  
– EligibilityCenter.org
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Interested in playing sports in college? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you are interested in playing sports in college, it is important to be familiar with the National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA) and it is also important that both your coach AND your school counselor are aware of your intent. The NCAA has specific educational requirements in order to play for ANY division school. These eligibility standards can be reviewed online at eligibilitycenter.org. Academics must be a PRIORITY for student athletes. NCAA’s eligibility requirements are MORE challenging than the minimum requirements for a high school diploma. GPA is calculated based on specific subject areas – NOT the cumulative GPA you see on your transcript. It is also important for your counselor to be aware of your intent to play sports in college because you will likely have to take additional core classes (like a 4th science) in order to be eligible to play. Keep in mind, not all core subjects are NCAA approved. You can verify approved courses on the eligibility center’s website or with your school counselor. If you want to play sports in college, you must register with the NCAA for consideration in division 1, 2, or 3 schools. 

http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future
http://www.ncaa.org/student-athletes/future/core-courses
https://web3.ncaa.org/ecwr3/


Now What?
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Career Interest Surveys
• FSCJ Career Coach
• MyCareer Shines
• College Board Career Finder

Improve your SAT/ACT scores
• Reading Coursework Support
• KhanAcademy – Targeted Practice Tests 
• Test Prep Courses  

www.actstudent.org
www.collegeboard.com

Identify 3 Colleges/Universities or Trade/Technical Schools
• Common App
• The Coalition
• SENDedu
• Individual school websites (look for .edu websites)

Apply for college and/or begin planning for your future!
• Priority deadline December 1st for most schools

Military Enlistment
• Consider taking the ASVAB

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Alright, so you’re on track for graduation – now what? You have lots of options to explore when preparing for what to do after graduation. Many of you will choose to go on to a college or university. Some of you will choose to learn a trade or enter the workforce. It is beneficial to all students to take career interest surveys, which can help them to discover a variety of employment or career opportunities and areas of interest. If you’re interested in furthering your education, these surveys can also help you in selecting a major.When applying for college you will likely need to provide college entrance test scores, like the ACT or SAT. The higher a student’s scores are, the more educational options they will have when selecting a school. Students are encouraged to take practice tests and look into test prep courses when preparing for these exams. You should plan to take these tests multiple times to improve your scores, and should aim to take your last test no later than December 1st. You will also need test scores for some scholarship opportunities.We encourage students to identify at least 3 colleges, universities, or trade/technical schools to prepare for postsecondary success. Research the various institutions and their admissions requirements. Have a goal, but also be realistic about where you fall within their criteria. If your goal is ultimately to earn a degree from a 4-year university, there are different paths to achieve that goal. Part of your plan may be to start off at a local state or community college. Many students choose to do this for financial reasons, to stay closer to home, or for the smaller class sizes when transitioning to college. Plan to apply for postsecondary programs by December 1st. Many of the more competitive programs will have a priority deadline as early as November 1st.For those of you planning to enlist in the military, now is the time to begin talking to recruiters. You may also want to consider taking the ASVAB, the assessment used to determine qualifications for enlistment in the U.S. Armed Forces.

https://fscj.emsicc.com/
https://www.floridashines.org/find-a-career/plan-your-future
https://roadtripnation.com/edu/careerfinder
https://www.khanacademy.org/
http://www.actstudent.org/
http://www.collegeboard.com/
https://www.commonapp.org/
http://www.coalitionforcollegeaccess.org/
https://sendedu.org/
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Students are more successful and earn more 
money with some post-secondary education

• College/University
• 2 year degree
• 4 year degree or more
• U.S. Military Enlistment
• Certification/Technical programs

• Information Technology
• Licensed Practical Nurse
• Culinary
• Cosmetology
• Radiology 

• Trade school/Apprenticeship 
• Welding
• Mechanics
• Manufacturing
• HVAC

Choosing the Right Path…

Presenter
Presentation Notes
We know that some students plan to enter the workforce immediately after high school graduation. We want to stress that earning some level of education beyond high school will greatly improve your earning potential and help you reach your career goals. There are options such as certification programs, trade schools, and apprenticeships in various fields. These are just a few examples of available options. We encourage you to seek educational opportunities in whatever area piques your interest. This is where those career interest surveys we mentioned earlier are helpful in exposing you to different career options that you may not have considered or even been aware of. 



Financial Aid Resources  
■ Types of financial aid

– Scholarships, Grants, loans

■ Where to look
– FastWeb
– FAFSA.ed.gov
– Florida Financial Aid Application - Bright Futures
– Sandalwood Scholarship Information Page
– GoingMerry 

■ Financial Aid Workshops
– NACAC Fairs – Virtual (www.virtualcollegefairs.org)
– Financial Aid Nights – October 7th

– BEACON – November 3rd & 4th

– Local college/university events
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
So you’ve made a plan to continue your education, but how are you going to pay for it? There are lots of options available to students to help in covering the costs associated with education. There are different types of aid available. Scholarships are money awarded based on academic achievement, financial need, or special skills such as athletic performance. This money does not have to be paid back. Grants are money given to students by the government or other organization, typically based on financial need. Grants do not need to be paid back. Loans are money borrowed by the student or parent, and must be paid back with interest. Loans should be used a last resort because they have to be paid back. So where can students look for scholarships they can apply to? FastWeb and GoingMerry are great one-stop-shops for locating lots of scholarships in one place. Students can create accounts with these websites and be notified of various scholarship opportunities as they become available. Sandalwood has a scholarship information page on their website where students and parents can find scholarships that we have been made aware of. These are often also posted on the school announcements. Both the Florida Financial Aid Application and Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) will open up on October 1st for students to begin applying for state and federal aid. State and federal funds are typically need-based and are awarded on a first-come-first-serve basis. You have a higher chance of receiving need-based aid when you apply early!��The Florida application must be completed in order for students to be considered for any state grants and scholarships, including, but not limited to, the Bright Futures scholarship.�For more specific financial aid guidance, you can attend financial aid workshops, including our own evening event, events taking place at local colleges and universities such as FSCJ and UNF, or one of the sessions held during the NACAC College Fair at the Prime Osborn Convention Center. 

https://www.fastweb.com/
https://studentaid.ed.gov/sa/fafsa
https://dcps.duvalschools.org/domain/9716
https://www.goingmerry.com/
http://www.virtualcollegefairs.org/


IMPORTANT DATES TO REMEMBER

www.virtualcollegefairs.org
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Sandalwood Financial Aid Night – October 7th

Sandalwood BEACON – November 3rd & 4th

Applications open on October 1st

Presenter
Presentation Notes
NACAC holds several virtual college fairs throughout the Fall. Students should pre-register if they plan to attend. In addition to financial aid information, students will also be able to meet representatives from colleges, universities, and trade schools throughout the nation. This is a great opportunity to ask questions and find out more about the options available to you. Sandalwood will host a Financial Aid Night on Thursday, October 10th. At this event, a financial aid representative will speak with students and parents about obtaining funds for education. Parents should bring their 2018 tax return and w-2s as they will also receive assistance with completing the FAFSA. Students who attend will receive 1 extra graduation ticket. Sandalwood will also participate in BEACON, an event where students will receive information and guidance on financially preparing for their education. During this time, students will also create an account with the Office of Student Financial Assistance and complete the Florida Financial Aid Application.

https://www.virtualcollegefairs.org/


Bright Futures & Community Service
■ Bright Futures Awards are available to students 

who meet GPA, testing, community service and 
course requirements. 

■ Community service hours are not a graduation 
requirement but are mandatory for Bright 
Futures and many other scholarship 
opportunities. Students who complete 100+ 
hours by the established deadline will receive 
an honor cord to wear at graduation.

■ All community service hours must be approved 
by your counselor and recorded on the given 
form that can be found on our website under 
Guidance >> Bright Futures Information.

■ Florida Financial Aid Application - Bright 
Futures
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most well-known scholarship associated with the Florida Financial Aid Application is the Bright Futures Scholarship.  Students must complete the Florida Financial Aid Application in order to receive the Bright Futures award. If you meet the eligibility requirements, but don’t complete the application, you will NOT receive this award! Students must achieve certain ACT or SAT scores, complete community service hours, and earn a minimum GPA in order to meet requirements for this particular award. Requirements can be found on our website under Guidance, listed as Bright Futures Information. This is also where you can find the community service verification worksheet and reflection form for submitting your hours. �Community service is not required for high school graduation. However, it is a required component for eligibility to receive the Bright Futures Scholarship. Sandalwood also gives honor cords, worn at graduation, to those students who complete at least 100 hours of community service.  All community service hours must be approved by your counselor and recorded on the form located on the Bright Futures page on our website. This page can be found under the Guidance tab. Please check with your counselor before volunteering with any organization to ensure that it is an appropriate, eligible non-profit. Think: What problem in my community is my service addressing? How am I helping to better my community?�



Bright Futures Requirements

15

Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see, score requirements have recently changed. Students can continue to take the ACT and SAT all the way up to graduation to earn the required scores. This scholarship is based entirely on eligibility. If you meet the requirements, and complete the application, you have FREE MONEY to attend a Florida state college, university, or a trade or vocational school. NEW this year: Students who earn the FMS award will receive 100% scholarship coverage of tuition and applicable fees for the first 2 years at a state college, such as FSCJ, to complete the AA. Upon transfer to a University, students with this award will then receive 75% coverage of tuition and fees at a state university.



Academic History & Senior Credit Check
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Each senior will get the opportunity to meet individually with their counselor to review their progress towards graduation and discuss postsecondary planning. Students can expect to receive a copy of their academic history and senior credit check form for their own reference and to share with parents. We encourage you to use these tools as a planning guide. Your counselor will schedule your appointment and notify you of your assigned day and time soon.



Senior Credit Check 
Appointments in DCPS E-Mail
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From a non-DCPS computer, go to 
www.duvalschools.org and click:

Icon on desktop of student computers: 

Step #1 – Sign into your OneView account.

Click “Sign In” 

http://www.duvalschools.org/


Senior Credit Check 
Appointments in DCPS E-Mail
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Step #2 – Go to the Outlook Application.

Click on the “My Apps” link/waffle grid 

Select “Outlook”



Senior Credit Check 
Appointments in DCPS E-Mail
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Step #3 – Check your e-mail.

Check both your “Focused” and “Other” Inboxes for an e-mail 
from your counselor with an appointment date and time. 



WHO ARE YOUR COUNSELORS AT SHS?
■ MS ALLEN Last Names A-Co
■ MS LASURE Last Names Cr-Ha
■ MS CLARKE Last Names He-Mee
■ MS REVELS Last Names Mej-R
■ MS AMBUEHL Last Names S-Z
■ MS SOLLIDAY ALL EARLY COLLEGE & EARLY

ADMISSION STUDENTS
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Visit the Sandalwood High School Counseling Department website to 
schedule an appointment:
https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Page/17435

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students are assigned to a school counselor based on last name or program participation. Students can schedule an appointment with their counselor by visiting the school counseling page on the Sandalwood website. Counselors also have walk-in hours for students and parents from 7:15 to 8:15. Students must check in with their teacher and get a pass before they can be seen in the school counseling office for walk-ins. 

https://dcps.duvalschools.org/Page/17435
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
If you have additional questions, please do not hesitate to schedule an appointment with your counselor. Congratulations again to the class of 2020. Lets make this a great year!



Please complete the post-quiz!

https://forms.office.com/r/fvdpFJQXUf
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https://forms.office.com/r/fvdpFJQXUf
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